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A couple of days after John Kennedy’s plane crashed I was walking in my 
neighborhood and stopped to watch a little girl in a dainty white dress and white 
patent leather shoes. She amused herself by hurling Fourth of July poppers onto 
the sidewalk and hearing them crack. I leaned over to examine a deflated 
popper, and saw a tiny ant struggling mightily to crawl home carrying dinner for 
the entire anthill: a beetle ten times the size of the ant. I admired the 
determined ant for awhile, humming to myself, “Whoops, there goes another rubber 
tree plant.” 

I called the little girl over, thinking, “science lesson.” I pointed out the 
ant on the sidewalk, so willing to work hard to carry a huge load. The little 
girl bent double at the waist to peer at this phenomenon, and we stood head 
to head, watching. 

Then a dainty little white shoe lifted high, and… 

STOMP. 

The little girl stepped back, scraped her shoe off on the grass, and smoothed 
down her white dress. “That’s all,” she said, and turned back to her 
poppers. 

I was speechless--feeling sad, foolish, cheated, and wanting to laugh, all at 
the same time. The white shoe stomped, and the ant’s courageous struggle was 
over. It seemed a microcosm of life. 

That night I was up late and turned on “Politically Incorrect.” It was a 
discussion about God with a panel including a radical Catholic, a fundamentalist, 
an atheist Jew, and a long-time Buddhist. Bill Maher opened the show by 
describing his reaction as he stood in his kitchen the night before listening to 
news about the Kennedy plane crash: “God isn’t going to be happy until he’s 
killed every last one of them.” 

STOMP. 

On TV, the animated discussion was off and running. It was fascinating to 
hear the responses to “Did God kill JFK Jr.?” from the fundamentalist 
(surprisingly close to an ACIM perspective), then the radical Catholic (complicated…), 
the Buddhist (there is no “God”—you are God), and finally, the atheist who 
expressed the Jewish position (“Oy!”). Later they got into…does God answer 
prayer, and why should He have to be begged to save the Kennedy’s, or make someone 
well who is sick? They are questions well worth considering. 

When we are under extreme duress, it is tempting to blame God for everything 
that goes wrong in the world. Why would God “let” babies suffer and die? Why 
would He “allow” tornadoes, earthquakes, serial killers, holocausts, wars, 
drive-by shootings, rape, hate crimes, bankruptcy, cancer, and sudden, fatal 
accidents? 

The Course says we project onto God, just as we project onto everyone and 
everything, in an attempt to get rid of our guilt. It doesn’t work, because the 
guilt remains, but we still do it, over and over. 

This guilt—-the source of projection—-comes from our mistaken idea that we 
have separated from God, and thus attacked God, and that He will retaliate. 
Retaliation is a favorite ploy of the ego. 


“Listening to the ego’s voice means that you believe it is possible to 
attack God, and that a part of Him has been torn away by you. Fear of retaliation 
from without follows, because the severity of the guilt is so acute that it 
must be projected.” 

The ego world is doing exactly what it was intended to do, and doing it 
perfectly. It was made (by ego) to be everything that God is not. Chaos, death and 
destruction are thus inevitable. We struggle bravely to carry burdens ten 
times our size, and then…STOMP. Life is short and brutal, and then we die. 


“…[the world] is governed by the desire to be unlike God, and this desire is 
not will. The world you made is therefore totally chaotic, governed by 
arbitrary and senseless ‘laws,’ and without meaning of any kind. For it is made out 
of what you do not want, projected from your mind because you are afraid of 
it. Yet this world is only in the mind of its maker, along with his real 
salvation.” 

We fear God will retaliate because we believe we separated from Him. When the 
world manifests the consequences of collective ego—chaos, suffering and 
destruction—we want to call it proof of a vengeful and retaliatory God. Secretly, 
we even believe we deserve it—this is the guilt of separation. Yet, in the mind 
that harbors this belief there also lies our real salvation. 

Our real salvation: the Holy Spirit in our mind, ready to return the 
remembrance of God if we are willing to choose to see the world differently. The world 
we see is only in our mind, and the Real world is also in our mind, if we 
choose to see it. 


“Damnation is your judgment on yourself, and this you will project upon the 
world. See it as damned, and all you see is what you did to hurt the Son of 
God. If you behold disaster and catastrophe, you tried to crucify him. If you see 
holiness and hope, you joined the Will of God to set him free. There is no 
choice that lies between these two decisions. And you will see the witness to 
the choice you made, and learn from this to recognize which one you chose..” 


The laws of chaos need merely be “looked upon and gone beyond.” They are not 
real. What is Real and forever true is God’s Love, the Cause of everything 
beyond all fear. 


“The real world was given you by God in loving exchange for the world you 
made and the world you see. Only take it from the hand of Christ and look upon 
it. Its reality will make everything else invisible, for beholding it is total 
perception. And as you look upon it you will remember that it was always so. … 
The Atonement is but the way back to what was never lost. Your Father could 
not cease to love His Son.”

What does the Real world look like? Heaven. Right here, right now. Seen 
through the lens of the Holy Spirit rather than the lens of the ego. We are taking 
a little nap right in the middle of the Garden of Eden, with God watching over 
us in love, waiting for our dream/nightmare to end, knowing we are safe and 
He is here. 

 


