Together
Life has taught us that love does not consist in gazing at each other, but in looking outward together in the same direction—Antoine de Saint-Exupery


The scriptures are alive with the “togetherness” aspect.  Paul had a vision of this and to the Ephesians he wrote that God “has made us alive together with Christ…and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus…in whom the whole building, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being built together for a habitation of God in the Spirit” (Ephesians 2:5,6,21,22). This relentless, divine activity is going on everywhere—in and out of the “official” church.

Deeper than a covenantal relationship, more intimate than a marriage relationship (both figures are used in scripture), Paul introduces the “body” metaphor—Christ himself, “from whom the whole body is joined and knit together…” (Ephesians 4:16).

We are to be striving “together for the faith of the gospel” (Philippians 1:27).  Our hearts are to be “knit together in love, and attaining to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the knowledge of the mystery of God, both of the Father and of Christ” (Colossians 2:2).  That sublime mystery of God involves his true nature and character.


Though we were formally isolated and “dead in our trespasses,” God has “made us alive together with Him” (Colossians 2:13).  There is a healing magic in community, and Paul encourages the way out of the bondage of our isolation through healthy, spiritual community.  This community “increases with the increase of God” as it is “knit together” in the common understanding of the true nature of God (Colossians 2:19).


God is “gathering us together in Him” (2 Thessalonians 2:1) that we might be “caught up together with (Christ) in the clouds” (2 Thessalonians 4:17)—a picture of human unity with the divine.  “Whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him” (2 Thessalonians 5:10).  “Therefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another…” (vs. 11).


While Paul wrestled through his theological concepts of God, manifesting sometimes as compulsive verbosity, Jesus, fully at rest with the Father, was able to verbalize much more succinctly: “Come unto me, all that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest”.  


“For where two or three are gathered together in my name (nature) there am I in the midst of them.”—Jesus 


Some have appropriated these words of Jesus in a sectarian way, and thereby limit the degree that Jesus might be present.  Jesus’ promise is to all people, for all religions or lack of religion and for all time.  Jesus’ presence can be felt within all honest communities, from a meeting of Alcoholics Anonymous to a gathering of Zen Buddhists.

The “Trinity”—argued pointlessly for seventeen centuries—is but an expression of the simple and mysterious gathering of sacred community: diversity working in unity. Father, Son and Holy Spirit—names selected by the Christian community to express this wonder—are not the only names that can be used to state this divine phenomenon.  The Christian insistence that only these names may be used our attempts to state “God” has resulted in the fracturing of human community.


To “gather together” in Jesus’ “name” does not mean gathering in the phonetic name of Jesus only; but rather, the “nature” that name should represent.  It is a name overflowing with the nature of God: accepting, forgiving, and loving…  “I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger (outside The Church) and you took me in…” Access to God seems to work best in gathering, in community: “There will I be among them.”  We humans naturally get sick in isolation, but we get well “together”.  Something magical happens within healthy community.


“And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations…”—Jesus 


“And this gospel”, not just any gospel that comes down the pike, will be preached as a witness…”  “Witness” tempers and qualifies “preached,” suggesting a covert presentation of God’s good news for all people.  Today, the sense of the word “preached” carries with it the baggage of promotion and program—characteristics not inherent within the divine nature.  The “preaching” of Mother Teresa, Martin Luther King, The Dalai Lama and many others—all “witness” to what St. Paul calls (speaking from the Christian referent) “the glorious gospel of Christ.” 


Many a Christian “missionary” sent to convert the heathen has he himself received this good news—from the very people he or she was sent to “convert.” To receive good news is to abandon ones wrong images of the “divine nature”.

